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RAC: The Context

RAC is a methodology for capturing and
incorporating new and hidden information into
archive catalogues.

It was first developed for museums

It is a tool that uses community engagement

In order to create improved archive description



Some Drivers

 National Agendas
 Access / Inclusion
 Diversity

 ICT developments
 Web 2.0
 User Generated Content

 Cultural Ownership
 Community Archives
 Relevance



Museum Initiatives

Work pioneered by
museums:

 ‘Holding Up The
Mirror’ report

 Interactive websites
incorporating visitor
comment

 Revisiting
Collections, 2005-6



Revisiting Archive Collections

 Is an archive cataloguing methodology that
can incorporate external information from
community groups and experts

 In a way that is
 Sustainable

 Generic

 ISAD(G) compliant

 Professionally owned


